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The Sun Garden 
contains beautiful, colorful, 

ornamental, low to moderate 
water use, deer-resistant,  

fragrant, low-maintenance plants.
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Looking through the glowing images in this Annual Report evokes 
nostalgia for a time—the recent past—when we gathered at Marin Art 
and Garden Center for all kinds of reasons and celebrated together the 
milestones of our lives and the special occasions we cherish. We are 
glad to share these images and recount the successes of 2019 even as we 
weather, together, the unprecedented challenges of 2020, which have 
transplanted these gatherings to the virtual sphere.

We look forward to our return to gathering and celebrating together at 
Marin Art and Garden Center, and are grateful to the many people who 
are sustaining us during this challenging time. In this Annual Report we 
acknowledge the generosity of so many of you and celebrate the legacy 
of Marin Art and Garden Center as a place to learn, explore, celebrate—
and just be!

We hope you have noticed our new look: a logo and design style that 
captures a fresh take on the experience of Marin Art and Garden Center 
and communicates the many facets of our organization. We were 
fortunate to work with San Francisco-based Studio Scott beginning 
last fall to develop these communication tools and we’re taking a lot of 
pleasure in the results.

Now, more than ever, gardens and green places are essential for our well-
being and we are committed to providing an oasis for our community to 
be in nature and experience wonder and joy. Thanks to the hard work 
of our garden team, we have been able to keep the gates open and the 
gardens looking beautiful for visitors throughout this pandemic season.

We are all faced with uncertainty right now, but our outlook at Marin Art 
and Garden Center is one of optimism and opportunity as we look for new 
ways to use our 11-acre historic site for maximum benefit to all those  
we serve. We welcome your input and thank you for your loyal support.

Antonia Adezio
Executive Director

A time  
to evolve



On August 3, 1945, conservation leader and Ross resident, Caroline 
Livermore, signed the paperwork that created Marin Art and Garden 
Center, following the successful purchase of the 11-acre property to 
protect it from development. How lucky we all are that Caroline and 
her colleagues—who founded the Marin Conservation League and 
together saved Angel Island, Tomales Bay, Richardson Bay; and secured 
legislation forbidding billboards in Marin—set their sights on this 
particular property with the goal of creating a center for the community 
to gather and enjoy the arts, gardens, and nature.

Seventy-five years later, the world has changed a great deal, but the 
Center lives on thanks to the generosity and engagement of the Marin 
community. We had planned a festive gala celebration of this milestone 
before the coronavirus pandemic hit. In its wake, we have shifted 
our focus and strategy and are celebrating online, with our expanded 
newsletter offerings and a virtual fundraiser in September.

But our gratitude for the vision of our founders is deep, as is our 
appreciation of our generous supporters who continue to sustain the 
Center, especially during these challenging times.

It is appropriate that, in this anniversary year, we have nominated  
Marin Art and Garden Center to the National Register of Historic 
Places, where we will be in the company of important landmarks in 
the development of our state and country. This is a tribute to the vision 
of Caroline Livermore and to the effort and commitment of so many 
people over the past 75 years.

It is an honor to carry on Caroline Livermore’s vision and to lead  
Marin Art and Garden Center into the future, with your help.

Diane Doodha
President, Board of Trustees

Looking back and 
looking forward



Hours of work 
we benefited 
from thanks to 
our wonderful 
volunteers

Weddings 
celebrated on 
our grounds

Visitors 
welcomed 
throughout  
the year

Number of 
new plants 
planted

People that 
attended our 
programs and 
events

Students that 
participated 
in educational 
programs on 
our grounds

Growing 
highlights  
in 2019



Community 
events Bringing our community 

together is at the heart of 
Marin Art and Garden Center’s 
mission. Each year, we strive to 
host programs and events that 
unite our community for fun, 
education, and appreciation of 
our environment and the arts.

In 2019, we were proud to offer a 
variety of workshops, lectures and 
annual events that celebrated the 
mission and spirit of Marin Art and 
Garden Center.

Glorious Gardens of San Rafael
In June, we partnered with the 
Garden Conservancy and the Marin 
Garden Club for the third year to  
hold Glorious Gardens of San Rafael. 
Once again, hundreds of garden-
lovers from across the Bay Area 
enjoyed self-guided tours through 
some of Marin’s most beautiful 
private gardens.

2019 Summer Concert Series
We also had great crowds for our 
2019 Summer Concert Series. For 
the first time we featured a variety 
of local food trucks at each concert, 
which was a big hit. And, even better, 
we went green! We debuted souvenir 
reusable glass cups for drinks by the 
glass and offered fully compostable 
options for all our beverage sales.

Harvest Dinner Fundraiser
In September, we held our fourth 
annual Harvest Dinner Fundraiser 
and sold out with over 175 guests! 
In addition to savoring the beautiful 
weather, flowers and food, we 
raised over $80,000 to support 
the renovations of our Livermore 
Pavilion deck. Thank you again to all 
our generous attendees.

Carl Hungerford Lecture Series
In October, we hosted the first 
Carl Hungerford Lecture Series 
event, “Coping Humanely with 
Catastrophe,” with Kenneth Feinberg. 
This series was made possible 
thanks to generous donations 
from the family and friends of Carl 
Hungerford with the intention of 
presenting notable speakers who 
have thoughtful ideas about global 
current affairs and the stewardship  
of our planet.

Gingerbread Decorating
We rounded out the year with 
our favorite community event, 
Gingerbread Decorating. We 
partnered with the Ross Auxiliary 
to pull off this fun and family-
friendly event once again. Since we 
joined forces with beloved holiday 
traditions, the Pixie Bake Sale, the 
Greens Sale, and Laurel House Patio 
Sale, 2019 was our busiest yet with 
well over 75 families attending— 
plus a visit from Santa!
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Gardens and the Arts

One of the most common 
compliments we receive is 
how our gardens just seem to 
look better and better with 
each passing year. This was 
especially true in 2019.

All the efforts over the past 
few seasons seem to finally be 
established and flourishing.  
And we aren’t stopping!

Canopy and Garden Revitalization
Our garden staff, led by Garden 
Manager Steven Schwager, worked 
tirelessly last year to bring in new 
plants and freshen up some of our 
favorite places in the gardens. Thanks 
to a special tree care grant we were 

able to put resources into protecting 
and revitalizing our tree canopy. We 
made some necessary tree removals 
and planted some new varieties. If 
you have not been by to walk through 
in the past few years, now is the time.

Celebrating the Arts
Our arts program in 2019 was 
eclectic, featuring shows that 
explored history, technology and the 
environment. We started the year 
with Kitchen Memories, a collection 
of over 3,000 kitchen utensils from 
the early and mid-twentieth century. 
We then moved from this technology 
of the past to technology of the future 
with Exotic Aquatic, an exhibition 
that combined unique bio-surrealist 
art with virtual reality to explore the 
beauty of our oceans and the need to 
protect them.

The World of Botanicals
In the fall, Marin Art and Garden 
Center was honored to host the 22nd 
annual International Exhibition with 
the American Society of Botanical 
Artists, the first time this Exhibition 
has been held on the West Coast. 
The juried show included incredible 
botanical illustrations from over  
48 artists from around the world.  
In conjunction with this exhibition, 
we offered several botanical art 
classes in various mediums, which 
were a sold-out hit!

The Studio
To round out the year, Marin Art 
and Garden Center was honored to 
partner with the BayWood Artists 
to present Visions of Marin: The 
Legacy of Caroline Sealy Livermore. 
The show featured paintings of 
areas Mrs. Livermore saved through 
her conservation efforts, including 
Marin Art and Garden Center! It was 
a wonderful way to end a fantastic 
year of art in The Studio and some of 
the proceeds from the event directly 
supported our gardens and programs.



Weddings

Nothing quite exemplifies 
the spirit of celebration 
at Marin Art and Garden 
Center quite like our 
wedding program.  
The 2019 wedding season 
was our busiest yet!

With 65 weddings and over 25 other 
private events, our team was busy 
all year ensuring each guest had a 
unique and memorable experience.

For the second year, we were excited 
to work only with catering partners 
that are Green Business Certified to 
guarantee environmentally friendly 
practices in all aspects of our events.

While the 2020 season has been 
turned upside down, we are 
ready to come back strong in 
2021 and continue to provide the 
quality wedding and private event 
celebration experience that everyone 
has come to expect when visiting  
our gardens.



Garden School
at Marin Art and Garden Center

Once again, thanks to a successful 
fundraiser hosted last June by  
Julie and Ian McGuire, we were  
able to continue our learning 
enrichment activities including 
music, gymnastics and art. And last 
spring, after preparing the space in 
2018, the students began planting  
in their own garden beds with the 
help of our garden staff.

There were so many highlights  
in 2019, including annual traditions  
like the Lunar New Year Parade, 
the May Day Celebration, and 
the Mother’s Day Luncheon. We 
also began a new tradition last 
year with the first annual Student 
Art Exhibition, featuring student 
masterpieces inspired by the works 
of other famous artists.

The educational opportunities 
at Marin Art and Garden Center 
abound, and each year our young 
students take full advantage of all 
that we and our Garden School  
have to offer.

Garden School had 
another fantastic year 
in 2019, providing 
high-quality preschool 
education while utilizing 
our grounds and  
gardens for learning  
and exploration.



Financial report
Jan. 1, 2019 – Dec. 31, 2019

2019
Revenue

$1.69 million

51%
Rentals

34%
Buildings, 
Gardens & 
Grounds

24%
Programs

23%
Administration

10%
Rentals

9%
Fundraising

27%
Programs

22%
Contributions

2019 
Expenses*
$1.65 million

*Expense totals do not include depreciation 
Full audited financial statements are available on our website, maringarden.org



$20,000 +
Anonymous Donor
Rockridge Foundation

$10,000-$19,999
Michael and Dudley Del Balso
Blanche Thebom Trust
Melissa and Shepard Harris
Chris Larsen and Lyna Lam

$5,000-$9,999
Robert Beadle
Amie Dewane
Diane and Frank Doodha
Andrew Dvorak
Andrew and Stephanie Evans
Robert and Christine Feibusch
Jablonski Family Charitable Fund
Leathers Family Fund
Candy and Robin MacNaughton
Edward and Betsy McDermott
Sally Shekou and Robert Herbst
Pamela Sher
Patricia and Ben Shimek

$2,000-$4,999
Anonymous Donor
Dennis and Leslie Brush
Francis and Erin Collins
Sisi and Bert Damner
Suzanne Edwards
John and Nina Gladish
Frank and Barbro Greene
Hoertkorn Family Fund
Kalafatas-Mullin Charitable Fund
Ann and James Kauffman
Donald and Donna Kelleher
Jeffrey and Phyllis Koblick
Margaret and Edison Lewis
Cynthia and Richard Livermore
Deborah Matthies
Bob and Robin Mayer
Tom and Jan Perry
Ned and Ellin Purdom
June and John Sullivan

$1,000-$1,999
Anonymous Donor (2)
Kate Rowe Archer
Beverly Bacci
Elena Batalla and Daniel Little
Joe and Jamie Behrendt
Joey Buckingham
John and Patricia Cahill
Anne and Tony Campodonico
Bruce and Lynn Chatley
Edith and William Dagley
Elizabeth Dakin
Margie Ellis
Caitlin and Patrick Fisher
Molly and Mark Gamble
Gregg and Judy Gibson
Ann Golson
Gruber Family Foundation
The Kurt and Julie Hauser Foundation
Corinne Hedrick
Miranda Heller and Mark Salkind Fund
Ira Hirschfield and Tom Hansen
J. Patrick Hunt
Katharine Jarman
Katharine and John Kern
Marsha Lasky
Kathryn and Steve Lauck
Marguerite Leoni
Samuel and Cynthia Livermore
Jeff and Susanne Lyons
Julie McMillan and Timothy Baughman
Tina Mehan
Suzanne and Robert Mellor
Jessica Perry and Mike Marom

Maria Pitcairn
Mary and Bill Poland
Patricia and Charles Raven
Philip and Susanna Rice
Stephanie and Mark Robinson
Pamela Schaefer
Andrea Schultz
Leslie and Roland Tognazzini
Tom and Pauline Tusher
Leslie Walsh
Amy and Warren Weber
Polly and Ward Wolff

$500-$999
Antonia Adezio
William and Jeanne Cahill
Lucinda and Bob Chapman
Janell and Joe Ciatti
William and Laura Conrow
Buzz and Debbie Cox
Kai Broms and Jessica Fairchild
Tom and Barbara Gaffney
Renata Gasperi
Charles and Barbara  
Goodman Foundation
Janell Denler and W. Harrison Hobart
John and Kim Kieckhefer
Glenn and Michelle Larsen
Jordan Lavinsky
Karl Matthies Fund
Emily and Javier Soltero
Jeffory Morshead
Carla Roth and David Nasaw
Lissa and Wendel Nicolaus
Janet and John O’Connor

The Livermore Pavilion 
was designed by the same 
architecture firm that was 

responsible for the design of 
Ghirardelli Square.

Stop and smell the roses!  
Marin Art and Garden Center’s 

Rose Garden features over  
150 varieties.

Contributions
Feb. 1, 2019 – Jan. 31, 2020



$500-$999, continued
Frank and Denise Rosenbach
Suzi and Brian Salmen
Herbert and Nancy Tully
David and Kay Werdegar
Ted and Lisa Williams
Miles and Mary Yanta

$250-$499
George Westfall and Susan Adamson
Paul and Ann Brenner
Alisa Burgess and Harold Blajwas
Kathy King and Gerald Cahill
Michael and Jeanie Casey Fund
Elle and Peter Celinski
John Chase
Tyler and Jon Child
Brian and Mariel Collins
Edward and Nancy Conner
Jane and Al Cooper
John  and Celeste Craemer
Michael and Leslie Cunningham
Kenneth Drexler and Sarah Leach
Jay and Kay Estey
Katharine Feidler
Dora Fleming
Diane Grialou
Devin Hedrick
Lenore Heffernan
Kit Henderson and Andre Brewster
Kristin and Rich Hogan
Robert and Marianne Jacobson

Robert and Karen Kustel
Edward and Cameron Lanphier
Deborah Lockwood
Nancy and Thomas McKlveen
Linda and Lee Meier
Henry and Lynn Moody
Ann Morse
Willa Mundell
Warren Perry
Kenneth and Sarah Petrilla
John and Tucky Pogue
Annabelle Reber
Laura and Nigel Rees
Elika and Michael Rosenbaum
Trish Scales
Betsy Shelton
Zoe and Terry Sternberg
John and Loulie Sutro
Irene and Peter Tabet
Ellie Thomas
Herbert  and Nancy Tully
Richard Turner
Suzanne Wilson

$100-$249
Elizabeth Amini
Mary Amonette
Diane Anderson
Anonymous Donor
Irmgard Bagshaw
Joe Barton
Larry and Jastell Bedard

Maureen Bennett
Richard Berenter
Donald and Renate Bixby
Cecile and Jeff Bodington
Marion Brenner and Robert Shimshak
Todd and Kirsten Brockman
Sally Buehler
Alice Cason
Peter Fisher and Andrea Hedin
Michael and Lynne Foster
Shelagh Fritz
Barbara Fuchs
Carole and John Garcia
Patricia Griffith
Anita Hansen and Robert Mittelstaedt
Don and Jaccy Harper
Thomas Henthorne and Rob Wiley
Chris Hibbard
Arthur and Linda Hoppe
Tom Hutchman
Kathryn Johnson
Jane Milligan Jonckheer
Gail Jones
Mary Kenney
Pamela Keon
Derek Knudsen
David Kostuik
Charlotte and Jeremy Levin
Laura Lindskog
Kathleen Lipinski and Steve Emery
Norman and Mo Livermore
Jim Martling and Kristine Kelley
Tom Marx
Dennis and Zara Muren
Patrick Murphy and Gayle Ravenscroft
Patricia Negrin

Much of the water used to 
irrigate the gardens comes  
from a well on the property 

 that is naturally replenished  
by rain each year.

At Marin Art and Garden 
Center you can discover over  

45 varieties of birds from 
the Warbling Vireo and 
Northern Flicker to the 

Yellow-rumped Swallow and 
Ruby-crowned Kinglet.

A single Magnolia tree planted in 
the late 19th century grew into a 
magnificent ring of trees known 

as Magnolia Circle.

Contributions
Feb. 1, 2019 – Jan. 31, 2020



$100-$249, continued
Marta Osterloh and William Curtiss
Anonymous Donor
Diana and Francis Parnell
Pam and Bill Riley
Elizabeth Robbins and Stephen Hauser
Alexander and Marguerite Ross
Barrett Schaefer
Judy and Ira Sharlip
Mary and Randal Short
Margaret Spaulding
Alexandra and Jeff Treene
Connie Vandament
Singh and Blanche Virk
Helmut Winkelhake
Michael Wood
Carroll and George Yandell
Margaret Youngblood and Peter Allen
Zach and Marlies Zeisler

Under $100
Linda Li Brize
Mary and Michael Connors
James Current
Randall and Marlene DeVoto
Jeanne Eber
Sarah Fletcher
Kay Gillis
Sheila and John Girton
Margie and David Guggenhime
Laurie Hanley
Angela Hinckley
Allan Hulme
Charlie Kennard
Glenn Koorhan
Janey and P. Beach Kuhl
Stephen and Mimi Lewis
Natalie Lewis
BJ and Christopher Martin
Nancy McCarthy
Robin and Anthony Miller
Patrick Murray
Steven and Ruth Nash
Joy Phoenix
Dominique and Scott Rosenberg
Michael Rosenthal

Georgia Sagues
Amy Skewes-Cox and Robert Twiss
Constance Treadwell
Cynda and Chandu Vyas
Jennifer Wolff

Corporate and Institutional Donors
Bank of Marin
Bon Air, L.P.
Good Earth Natural Foods
Hanson Bridgett LLP
KCM Investment Advisors
Keegan and Coppin Company, Inc.
Marin Garden Club
Silbermann’s Ice Cream

Our serpentine brick wall 
was designed by  

George Livermore in honor 
of his mother, Caroline.

The Basketry Garden 
features over 70 species 
of plants—many of them 

California natives—that are 
used in basketry traditions 

around the world. 

Contributions
Feb. 1, 2019 – Jan. 31, 2020

Our thanks to photographers  
Marion Brenner and Saxon Holt,  
who captured the garden in images 
that they have generously shared  
with us for this publication.

Design by Studio Scott

https://marionbrenner.com
https://saxonholt.com
https://www.studio-scott.com


Your legacy,  
our future
Marin Art and Garden Center’s Magnolia Circle honors 
donors who have remembered the Center in their 
estate plans. As a Magnolia Circle member, you are 
crucial to securing the future of our inspiring gardens 
and maintaining this space as a gathering place for 
generations to come.
 
To learn about options for adding Marin Art and Garden 
Center to your estate plans, including bequests, IRA or 
life insurance designations, gifts of real estate and more, 
visit maringarden.org/support or contact Antonia Adezio 
at antonia.adezio@maringarden.org.

Photo: M
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https://maringarden.org/support/
mailto:antonia.adezio%40maringarden.org?subject=


Marin Art and Garden Center is a 
private, non-profit organization that 
relies on the generosity of our donors 
to survive and thrive. With your 
support, we will be able to continue 
to maintain this beautiful property 
and provide engaging, inspiring and 
educational programs for our whole 
community to enjoy.

Any amount, large or small, would 
be gratefully accepted. If you 
are interested in making a stock 
donation, please email Molly Anixt at 
molly.anixt@maringarden.org

A place to 
celebrate

30 Sir Francis Drake Blvd, Ross, CA 94957
(415) 455 5260    maringarden.org

mailto:molly.anixt%40maringarden.org?subject=
http://www.maringarden.org

